THE FIVE TALL SONS OF PANDU    91

For twelve long years the five tall sons of Pandu
lived in the wilderness and bore the hardships
which fell to their lot with patience which at times
was almost exhausted. The noble prince Krishna
knew of their exile, and, true to his character, sought
out the brothers from time to time to comfort and
encourage them in their adversity. There were
moments when the courage of Draupadi failed and
she urged Yudhishthir to plot against Duryodhan
and recover his kingdom. But the fallen king in
his loftier wisdom would not be deterred from his
appointed course, and instead of seeking to harm
Duryodhan went out of his way on one occasion to
render a real service to his enemy. For Duryodhan
came to the forest in royal state with the object of
humiliating still further his fallen foe, quarrelled
with some of its strange inhabitants, known as
gandharvas, who had the double nature of birds and
men, and was captured by them. Then the five
brothers sought out the captive and set him free,
with the result, quite natural to one of his weak
character, that he hated them more than ever.
Scarcely was this adventure ended, when another
prince, in an unguarded moment, carried off Drau-
padi, and the brothers were forced to set out to
rescue her, which they did with much difficulty.

There was one thing which relieved the tedium
and suffering of the exiles more than anything else.
Many wise and holy hermits came to visit them, and